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THE  life  of  Brother  Brown  has 
covered  a  lot  of  ground.  He  has 
excelled  as  a  soldier,  lawyer,  busi- 
nessman, teacher  and  Church  leader. 
But  above  all  these  he  has  been 
acclaimed  as  a  preacher  of  righteous- 
ness, a  modern  Isaiah  whose  power 
has  been  felt  across  many  lands, 
whose  make-up  is  a  rare  blend  of 
the  practical  and  the  poetic,  of  things 
of  heaven  and  also  of  earth. 

In  his  official  duties  he  has 
mingled  with  the  mighty  of  several 
nations,  yet  he  knows  what  it  is  to 
feel  the  wet  tails  of  rats  moving 
over  a  tired  face  in  the  dark  dank 
trenches  of  war. 


APOSTLE 


TO  VISIT  SOUTH  AFRICA 


He  has  contributed  greatly  to  the 
growth  of  the  Church  in  the  offices 
of  bishop's  counsellor,  high  council- 
man, stake  president  (twice),  British 
Mission  President  (twice),  the 
Church's  co-ordinator  and  adviser 
for  Latter-day  Saint  service  men  in 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
during  World  War  II,  Sunday  School 
general  board  member,  and  as  a 
General  Authority. 


Elder  Brown  was  born  in  the 
Salt  Lake  City  area,  one  of  four- 
teen children,  where  he  lived  until 
fourteen  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  his  family  moved  to  the  Mor- 
mon settlement  of  Cardston, 
Alberta,  Canada.  It  was  in  Card- 
ston that  he  met  his  future  bride, 
Zina  Card,  a  grand-daughter  of 
Brigham  Young.  Together  they 
have  faced  the  joys  and  trials  of 
life.  They  have  been  blessed  with 
two  sons  and  six  daughters. 


His  law  career,  begun  early  in 
the  century,  was  broken  with  the 
call  to  war  in  1914.  Showing  the 
same  initiative  and  zeal  as  in  all 
other  fields  of  endeavour  Elder 
Brown  obtained  the  rank  of  Major 
before  the  end  of  the  war. 

Following  the  First  World  War. 
he  returned  to  his  law  practice, 
first  in  Alberta  and  then  in  Salt 
Lake  City.  Along  with  his  other 
varied  activities  he  has  always 
held  a  position  in  the  Church, 
filling  the  above  mentioned  offices 
until  his  appointment  as  an  assis- 
tant to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
in  1953.  In  this  capacity,  he  has 
worked  tirelessly  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  faith. 


Apostle  Brown  will  arrive  in 
Johannesburg  on  the  21st  of  March 
as  far  as  it  is  known  at  the  moment, 
and  will  remain  for  two  weeks. 
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This  has  been  a  year  of  phenomenal  growth  in 
the  Slakes  of  the  Church.  The  Church  has  just 
released  the  figures  of  the  various  increases,  and 
we  report  them  here.  I  here  are  319  Stakes  in  the 
Church,  both  home  and  foreign  and  the  past  year 
has  seen  the  formulation  oi  several  new.  Stakes 
in  the  South  Pacific.  The  total  membership  in 
foreign  Stakes  now  amounts  to  42.200,  while  the 
Church-wide  membership  in  Stakes  comes  to  a 
total  of  1,379,366.  Of  course  there  arc  thousands 
more  who  ore  not  counted  in  this  total  as  they 
are  in  areas  where  they  are  too  few  in.  numbers. 

TREMENDOUS  NUMBER  BAPTISED 

A  new  all  time  high  has  been  reached  this  past 
year  with  the  astounding  total  of  39,031  new 
members  on  the  Church  records.  Throughout  the 
world  the  missionaries  have  been  blessed  with  the 
largest  number  of  converts  to  the  Church  ever 
recorded!  Sparking  this  wonderful  increase  is  the 
fact  that  most  of  the  missions  of  the  Church 
doubled  their  goals  through  fasting  and  prayer. 
Several  of  them  had  increases  of  over  100%,  the 
South  African.  Mission  included.  The  prediction 
for  next  year  is  an  even  greater  number  of  new 
converts,  especially  from  such  places  as  Europe 
and  America. 

LARGEST  NUMBER  OF  FULL  TIME 
MISSIONARIES  EVER 

As  the  old  year  slipped  away,  it  saw  8,000 
young  men  and  women  enter  the  Missions  of  the 
world.  These  young  people  taking  the  message  of 
the  Restoration  of  All  Things  left  Salt  Lake  City 
in  regular  groups  almost  every  week.  Never  before 
in,  the  history  of  the  Church  has  so  many  full 
time  missionaries  been  labouring  in  the  field.  By 
the  end  of  next  year  a  grand  total  of  12.000 
missionaries  is  expected  by  Church  Headquarters. 
A  NEW  HIGH  IN  ACTIVE  MISSIONS 

As  the  end  of  1960  was  reached  the  General 
Authorities  reported  that  the  Church  had  60  full 
time  missions  in  the  various  countries  of  the 
world.  Outside  of  the  United  States  the  largest 
number  is  in  England  where  there  are  now  four 
missions  operating. 

FAMOUS  NAMES  IN  THE  NEWS 

Elder  Vernon  Law,  pitcher  for  the  Pittsburg 
Pirates,  spoke  to  a  large  group  of  young  people 
on  a  closed  circuit  telephone  setup.  Also  present 
were  President  George  Romney  of  American 
Motors — a  Stake  President  in  Detroit,  Gene 
Fulmer.  the  Middle  weight  Champion  of  the 
World,  Sister  Rose  Marie  Reed  of  Los  Angeles — 
a  swim  suit  manufacturer  and  Willard  Marriott. 
President  of  the  Hot  Shoppe  Chain  on  the  Eastern 
seaboard.  These  people  all  exhorted  the  young 
people  to  live  the  Word  of  Wisdom  and  the  other 
teachings  cf  the  Church.  Another  name  in  the 
news  is  that  of  Nancy  Bowen  who  was  recently 
voted  Nevada's  beauty  queen. 
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PRE-COLUMBIA    AMERICA 

and  the 

BOOK    OF    MORMON 


TN  making  a  study  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  anyone  might  wonder  if 
J-  the  history  contained  therein  can  be  supported  from  any  other  source.  We 
know  that  the  history  books  we  have  today  dealing  with  Europe  and  The 
East  have  been  compiled  from  many  sources,  and  archaeologists  are  still 
finding  information  from  ages  past  in  these  areas.  However,  if  we  hope  to 
find  similar  records  cf  commerce,  or  ancient  libraries,  in  the  Americas, 
we  are  doomed  to  disappointment  from  the  beginning,  and  must  bear  in 
mind  that  even  if  papyrus,  wax  or  clay  were  used  for  records,  the  climate 
and  composition  of  the  soil  would  have  caused  these  materials  to  disinte- 
grate very  quickly;  metal  too  would  corrode,  but  field  archaeologists  have 
found  numerous  inscriptions  on  stone  and  a  considerable  amount  of  work 
is  being  done  to  decipher  them. 

Thus  the  only  medium  we  have  left  is  the  spoken  word  of  the  native 
peoples,  and  their  ancient  history  has  come  down  to  us  in  legend.  Fortu- 
nately, these  people  maintained  the  custom  of  memorising  their  genealogy 
and  history  for  many  hundreds  of  years,  but  in  the  years  following  the 
Conquest,  when  they  became  a  subdued  people,  this  practice  tended  to 
fade  out.  At  the  time  the  Conquistadores  landed  in  the  Americas  they 
thought  they  had  found  India  and.  finding  the  country  populated  by  a 
brown  race,  they  called  these  people  Indians.  They  seemed  a  very  simple 
people,  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  established  church  of  that  time 
commenced  extensive  missionary  activities.  It  was  not  long  before  they 
discovered  that  the  Indians  knew  of  the  Godhead,  the  virgin  birth  of  a 
Saviour,  and  many  events  from  the  Old  Testament,  such  as  the  creation, 
the  flood  and  the  confusion  cf  tongues  at  Babel.  However,  their  religion 
was  so  debased  at  that  time  that  the  missionaries  considered  their  know- 
ledge of  Christian  doctrine  to  have  come  from  the  devil,  and  in  their 
efforts  to  destroy  the  existing  religion  they  made  a  concentrated  attack 
on  the  contemporary  literature  and  records,  believing  that  if  they 
could  do  away  with  the  nast,  they  could  start  afresh.  We  know  that  they 
succeeded  in  this  extremely  well. 
Nevertheless,  a  verv 


limited  number  of 
books  by  native  wri- 
ters did  survive,  and 
these  are  now 
becoming  available 
for  study.  We  can 
consider  a  few  of 
the  more  important 
works,  and  their 
more  significant 
statements. 

"The  Works  of 
FxtlilxochM",  first 
printed  in  Spanish 
1848.  Ixtlilxochitl 
was  an  Aztec  prince, 
erandson  of  the  last 
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kine  of  Texaco  and 
worked  as  an  inter- 
preter in  the  court  of 
ju^ice.  Thus  he  had 
access  to  many 
records.  This  book 
begins  its  history 
with  the  confusion 
of  tongues,  and  tells 
how  a  group  of 
people  came  across 
the  sea,  landing 
north  of  a  narrow 
neck  of  land.  From 
thence,  they  moved 
south  to  a  land  of 
abundance,  joined 
with    another    group 
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of  people  and  remained  there  for  a 
long  time.  Ixtlilxochitl  states  that  the 
people  from  across  the  sea  were  led 
to  the  land  by  God.  He  continues  his 
history  by  telling  how  the  people 
passed  through  periods  of  alternate 
prosperity  and  war. 

"The  Popol  Vuh",  sacred  book  of 
the  Guatemalan,  Maya,  compiled 
about  1550.  The  manuscript  was 
found  by  a  priest  towards  the  end  of 
the  seventeenth  century  and  sent  to 
Spain  where  it  was  suppressed,  with 
many  others,  until  being  printed  in 
1857.  The  first  English  translation 
was  not  complete  until  1950.  This 
book  repeats  Ixtlilxochitl's  story  of 
"people  from  across  the  sea"  and 
again  states  that  they  were  guided  by 
God. 


"A  Genealogy  of  the  Gentlemen  of  Totonicapan",  referred  to  as  the 
"Totonicapan",  also  from  Guatemala,  first  published  in  French  and  Spanish 
in  1885.  This  book  makes  some  very  bold  statements  .  .  .  once  again, 
people  from  across  the  sea,  and  "The  Lord  supplied  them  with  a  Director 
and  led  them  .  .  .  because  they  were  the  sons  of  Abraham  and  of  Jacob*', 
and  also  .  .  .  "They  came  from  the  other  side  of  the  sea,  from  Civan-Tulan. 
which  is  Bountiful,  at  the  confines  of  Babylonia".  Why  the  Gentlemen  of 
Totonicapan  should  claim  descent  from  Abraham  is  a  complete  mystery. 
as  the  Jews  were  as  persecuted  then  as  always,  unless  of  course  theye  were 
proud  of  their  forefathers  and  had  no  knowledge  of  the  persecutions  in 
Europe  and  the  East. 

Apart  from  these  indigenous  books,  a  few  by  contemporary  Spanish 
writers  are  becoming  available,  notably  Berdardino  de  Sahagun's  "The 
History  of  the  Things  of  New  Spain",  compiled  in  mid-sixteenth  century, 
and  "An  Account  of  the  Things  of  Yucatan",  by  Diego  de  Landa.  also 
mid-sixteenth  century.  These,  and  others,  all  confirm  that  the  Indian  tradi- 
tions were  as  stated  by  the  native  writers,  and  could  not  have  been  influenced 
by  contact  with  the  Old  World  and,  for  that  reason  they  were  suppressed 
by  the  church  in  Spain.  However,  they  are  gradually  coming  to  light  now 
and,  in  conjunction  with  the  findings  at  archaeological  sites,  the  Americas 
are  slowly  becoming  less  of  an  enigma. 

This  whole  subject  is  of  immense  importance  to  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  which  has  encouraged  a  great  deal  of  research 
in  Central  and  South  America.  From  many  expeditions  to  these  countries. 
Milton  R.  Hunter  has  produced  a  remarkable  series  of  books  in  particular 
"Ancient  America  and  The  Book  of  Mormon",  and  "Archaeology  and  The 
Book  of  Mormon"  in  several  volumes,  from  which  most  of  the  material 
for  this  short  article  has  been  taken.  These  books  are  available  here,  and 
will  prove  of  great  interest  and  value  to  Latter  Day  Saints. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Archaeology  as  a  science  was  not  born 
until  after  the  visitation  of  Elijah  to  the  Kirtland  Temple,  in  fulfilment 
of  the  prophesy  that  he  would  come  ...  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the  children 
to  the  fathers. 

SISTER  G.  HUCKER 
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OH,  IT  IS 
WONDERFUL 


Sister  Long  and  Family, 
Raman  Branch 


I  have  been  asked  the  question;  'Why  did  you  become  a  Mormon?  To 
answer  that  question  I  would  like  to  go  back  to  the  very  beginning  when 
I  first  heard  of  Mormonism  and  became  very  interested  in  it 

Watching  some  of  our  friends  who  had  joined  the  "Mormon  Church" 
we  saw  the  difference  it  made  in  their  lives,  and  we  were  impressed  by  the 
way  they  were  living  the  teachings  of  the  Church. 

I  asked  these  people  if  they  would  help  us  to  find  out  more  about 
the  Church.  Our  interest  delighted  them  and  they  told  us  they  would  have 
their  missionaries  call  on  us.  So  they  took  our  names  and  we  began  to 
wait  for  the  Elders  to  call  on  us.  The  missionaries  only  had  to  call  a  few 
times  and  tell  us  the  teachings  of  the  Church  before  I  found  that  I  liked 
the  doctrines  they  presented  to  us.  I  liked  the  methods  they  used  to 
encourage  us  and  guide  us  in  all  the  fundamental  ways  of  Christianity.  I 
could  see  that  the  idea  of  free  agency  which  gave  us  the  choice  of  accepting 
or  rejecting  the  message  the  Elders  brought,  was  a  principle  ordained  of 
God. 

When  we  started  going  to  the  services  I  enjoyed  the  friendship  extended 
by  the  members  of  the  Church,  and  how  they  welcomed  us!  It  impressed  me 
very  much  to  see  the  way  each  individual  member  of  the  Church  accepted 
the  opportunity  of  talking  in  Church  to  the  congregation.  This  helps  us  in 
our  eternal  progression,  and  everything  about  the  Church  seems  to 
encourage  the  members  to  work  hard  in  and  for  the  Church. 

To  sum  it  all  up,  I  know  the  main  reasons  I  joined  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  were  these:  I  love  the  doctrine,  and  admire  the  way  everyone 
strives  to  live  the  TEN  COMMANDMENTS,  and  the  word  of  wisdom, 
and  the  most  important  reason  of  all  to  me  at  least,  was  my  testimony. 
I  asked  God  if  this  was  the  true  Church  through  prayer.  The  answer  has 
come  to  me  with  such  conviction,  because  of  my  faith,  study  and  prayer 
that  I  can't  deny  it.  I  know  it  is  true! 

Another  wonderful  thing  about  the  Church  is  the  missionary  system. 
They  don't  wait  for  new  members,  but.  instead  the  Church  sends 
missionaries  out  to  declare  to  all  peoples  of  the  world  the  Restoration  of 
the  Gospel.  They  share  this  message  with  as  many  people  as  will  listen, 
trying  to  give  everybody  a  chance  to  hear  the  message. 

I  could  give  many  more  reasons  for  my  joining  the  Church,  and 
become  a  "Mormon",  but  I  think  I  have  stated  enough  to  answer  the 
question  why  I  became  a  member  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  here  on  the 
earth.  I  write  this  humbly  in,  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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OUR  CONVERSION  TO 


l"T  was  a  bright  and  beautiful  sunny  day. 
-*-  The  type  of  day  when  you  want  to  be  out 
enjoying  the  fresh  air,  to  be  admiring  the 
beautiful  flowers  and  the  wonders  of  God's 
creations.  But  for  some  apparent  reason  we  had 
nothing  to  do,  had  no  desire  to  go  and  admire 
all  the  beautiful  scenery,  almost  sensing  that 
the  day  was  destined  for  great  happenings.  So 
we  set  about  busying  ourselves  with  little  tasks 
around  the  home. 


At  about  1 1  a.m.  there  was  a  knock  on,  the 

Jf       door  and  I  went  to  answer.  I  was  confronted 

by    two     young     men     who    said     they    were 

Missionaries  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 

Sister  Nel  Latter-Day   Saints   more   commonly   known    as 

the  Mormons  and  that  they  had  a  message  to 

leave   with  us.  I  asked  them  to  wait  and  called  my  husband  who  asked 

them  to  come  in  so  that  we  could  hear  this  message  of  theirs.  This  was 

the  first  time  that  we  had   heard  about    the   Mormons   and  although   not 

really  interested   but  mighty  curious  we  started  a  discussion,  which  was 

opened  by  a  word  of  prayer  from  one  of  the  Missionaries.  They  told  us 

about  the  Godhead,  about  there  being  two  distinct  personages,  God  the 

Father  and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ.  They  asked  us  whether  we  belived  this. 

We  thought  about  it  and  thought  of  its  logic  and  asked  them  to  continue. 

They  pointed  out  what  the  Churches  in  the  world  today  believed  and  this 

set  us  thinking  and  aroused  our  interest.  We  continued  the  discussion  and 

was  startled   at  the  facts  they  gave  us  concerning  God    the  Father,   and 

His  Son  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  They  closed  the  discussion  with 

a  word  of  prayer  and  left  with  the  promise  to  call  again. 

About  two  weeks  passed  and  still  no  sign  of  these  Missionaries  and 
we  were  beginning  to  think  they  were  not  coming  anymore,  we  so  longed 
to  hear  more  of  this  wonderful  message.  And  then  one  afternoon  there 
they  were  and  I  being  alone  was  not  very  keen  to  have  them  in  the  home 
without  my  husband  but  prompted  by  something  unknown  to  me  then 
but  later  found  out  to  be  the  prompting  of  the  Holy  Ghost  I  asked  them 
in  and  they  conducted  another  meeting  in  the  same  manner  as  the  previous 
one.  Again  I  received  an  insight  into  teachings  that  seemed  so  logical  and 
true  that  I  expressed  the  desire  that  they  should  call  again  when  my  husband 
was  home  so  that  together  we  could  hear  and  investigate  the  doctrine  they 
were  spreading.  That  was  the  beginning  of  many  interesting  discussions, 
discussions  that  opened  our  eyes  to  the  false  doctrine  and  false  teachings 
of  man  that  was  being  taught  in  the  Churches  today.  It  set  us  thinking  and 
after  many  discussions  between  ourselves,  friends  and  relatives  and  after 
much  persecution  from  them,  we  had  another  talk  with  the  Missionaries 
about  the  points  that  were  raised  to  sow  doubt  in  our  minds  b\  our  lo\ed 
ones.  How  well  we  can  remember  the  tears  and  heartaches:  the  comforting 
words  of  these  missionaries,  their  devotion   to  us  and  to  their  God.  their 
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THE  GOSPEL 


■:•:* 


Brother  Nel 


faith  and  prayers  that  helped  us  over 
this  trying  time,  that  decided  for  us 
that  indeed  we  were  on  the  right  way  and  no 
matter  what,  we  were  going  to  be  baptized  into 
this  Church,  and  share  the  happiness,  joy  and 
H  unlimited  blessings  with  the  many  other 
members  of  the  Church  provided  we  lived  the 
commandments  of  God  and  upheld  the  doctrine 
1        of  the  Church. 

Now  prior  to  our  baptism  and  at  the  time 
of  our  relatives  and  friends  mocking  and 
ribbing  us  about  the  Mormons,  we  were  told 
by  these  Missionaries  that  if  we  lacked  wisdom 
and  we  really  and  truly  were  sincere  about  our 
acceptance  of  this  Gospel  we  should  go  on  our 
knees  and  ask  God  who  would  show  us  the 
way.  We  did  this  and  we  can,  truthfully 
say  that  the  Lord  did  show  us  the  way,  for  soon  after  our  relatives  and 
friends  left  us  alone,  they  saw  the  change  in  us.  they  realised  and  accepted 
that  nothing  they  were  going  to  do  or  say  was  going  to  throw  us  off  the 
track  and  reject  what  we  today  hold  sacred  and  treasure  with  all  our 
hearts.  Can  a  man  or  woman  reject  the  truth  once  they  have  been  taught 
and  shown  the  truth?  Can  one  know  the  truth  and  still  reject  it?  The  proof 
of  the  pudding  is  in  the  eating.  We  have  accepted  the  Gospel  as  true,  we 
believe  in  it  with  every  fibre  of  our  beings,  we  know  of  the  blessings  the 
Lord  has  showered  upon  us.  In  other  words,  we  have  eaten  the  pudding 
and  have  found  it  very  tasty.  We  have  been  blessed  to  such  an  extent  that 
some  of  our  family  and  friends  are  baptized  into  the  Church  and  that 
many  of  them  are  now  investigating.  The  same  ones  who  were  laughing 
at  us  and  mocking  our  Church  are  today  thinking  twice  about  what  we 
are  spreading  concerning  the  Gospel  and  they  can  see  that  we  are  sincere 
in  our  acceptance  of  this  Gospel 

We  know  that  God  lives  and  answers  our  prayers.  We  know  that  Jesus 
is  the  Christ  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  We  know  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a 
true  Prophet  of  God,  that  at  the  head  of  the  Church  today  David  O.  McKay 
is  the  Prophet  Revelator  and  Seer  and  as  such  wholeheartedly  sustain  him 
and  will  follow  him  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  We  know  that  this  is  the 
restored  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  these  latted  davs  and  we  are  proud  to 
be  members  of  it.  We  know  that  the  power  of  the  Priesthood  has  been 
restored  and  that  it  can  perform  miracles  if  used  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  we  have  seen  the  powers  of  the  Priesthood  and  can  testify  that 
indeed  a  Marvelous  Work  and  a  Wonder  has  been  performed  in  these 
latter  days,  in  as  much  as  having  the  restored  Gospel.  We  treasure  our 
testimonies  we  have  of  this  Gospel  and  we  are  thankful  that  we  have  had 
the  opportunity  of  hearing  and  accepting  the  Gospel  and  we  thank  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  the  chance  that  He  has  given  us  to  hear  and  receive 
his  lovely  and  wonderful  teachings. 

—  BROTHER  AND  SISTER  P.  C.  NEL,  RAMAH  BRANCH. 
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SEEK  AND  YE 
SHALL  FIND 


Sister  Catherine  Steyn 


Ask  and  it  shall  he  given  you  ; 

Seek  and  ye  shall   In  id; 

Knock  and  it  shall  he  opened  unto  you; 

For  everyone  that  asketh  receiveth; 

And  he  that  seeketh  findeth; 

And  to  him  that  knocketh  it  shall  he  opened. 

(Matthew  7:7-8) 


npHERE  was  a  time  in  my  life  when  I  didn't  care  much  what  happened 
-*-  to  me  in  the  life  hereafter.  I  sometimes  even  doubted  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  life  beyond  the  grave.  Outwardly  I  tried  to  live  a  good  life, 
and  went  regularly  to  the  Sunday  services  at  my  church  and  served  the 
Church's  Woman  Auxiliaries.  The  minister  and  his  wife  often  praised  me 
for  my  works  and  faithfulness  in  the  church.  How  little  they  really  knew 
about  me!  For  inside,  my  heart  was  cold,  unhappy,  dissatisfied  with  the 
whole  world  and  myself. 

And  I  couldn't  pray.  How  can  one  pray  to  a  God  who  is  three  in 
one,  as  I  was  taught?  This  and  many  other  things  puzzled  me.  Everytime 
I  was  unhappy  I  would  try  to  pray,  but  I  found  it  impossible  for  me  to 
contact  the  Lord. 

In,  (Proverbs  15:8)  I  read  this:  "The  sacrifice  of  the  wicked  is  an 
abomination  unto  the  Lord  but  prayer  of  the  upright  is  His  delight.  I  saw 
in  my  life  a  worthless  heap  of  broken  pottery,  which  was  once  a  lovely 
vase  created  by  the  heavenly  potter.  I  felt  so  guilty,  and  believed  that 
because  of  my  false  life  I  had  no  right  to  pray  and  seek  forgiveness.  Truly 
believed  that  it  would  be  an  abomination  unto  the   Lord. 

Today  I  know  it  was  because  of  ignorance  and  unbelief.  Because  I 
didn't  have  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  in  its  fullness. 

It  was  on  a  lovely  late  summer  afternoon  in  1957  when  the  missionaries 
of  the  Church  came  to  visit  me  for  the  first  time.  During  that  past  week 
several  people  of  different  religions  had  visited  me,  and  I  was  quite  con- 
fused. I  wasn't  in  the  mood  for  another  religious  argument,  as  I  thought 
it  would  be.  So  after  I'd  invited  them  in.  I  said  with  all  the  prudence  and 
pride  in  the  world:  "I'm  afraid  you're  just  going  to  waste  your  time  on 
me.  I  belong  to  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  I  believe  that  Jesus  is  the 
Saviour,  and  I  don't  think  I  need  any  more  to  get  to  heaven."  Quite  a  lot 
of  self  confidence;  wasn't  it?  But  Oh!  How  ignorant  in  fact. 

Fortunately  for  me  the  Elders  didn't  let  it  go  at  that.  But  one  of  them 
said:  "Then  you  are  just  the  person  we  are  looking  for.  because  we  have 
a  special  message  from  the  Lord  for  you." 

I  became  a  little  interested  and  my  first  lesson  began  at  that  moment. 
We  discussed  the  nature  of  God;  and  what  a  revelation  it  was  to  me!  I 
found  that  God  was  not  three  Gods  in  One  as  I  had  been  taught. 

Next  the  story  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  was  unfolded  to  me  and 
it  was  lovely  and  uplifting  to  me.  I  found  to  my  surprise  that  I  was  sorry 
that  the  time  was  up  and  that  the  Elders  had  to  go.  After  they  left.  I  went 
on  my  knees  and  for  the  first  time  I  really  was  able  to  pray.  "Oh  God. 
forgive  me  my  sins,  show  me  thy  ways,  teach  me  thy  paths,  and  lead  me 
in  thy  truths."  I  felt  better  than  I  ever  had  before  and  the  desire  to  know 
more  of  this  Gospel  grew  stronger  everyday,  and  I  could  hardly  wait  for 
the  next  visit. 
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That  evening  I  read  the  story  of  Joseph  Smith  and  while  I  read,  I 
could  feel  that  there  was  a  special  message  for  me.  Later  I  realised  what 
it  was. 

Joseph  Smith's  desire  to  know  the  truth,  his  earnest  prayer,  and  later 
his  faithfulness  to  the  truth,  even  in  the  shadow  of  death  impressed  me. 
I  knew  then  no  matter  what  people  would  say  I  would  find  out  the  truth. 

During  the  following  months  I  suffered  a  lot.  But.  after  I'd  won  the 
battle  with  myself  and  knew  without  a  doubt  that  the  Gospel  was  true, 
my  family  and  friends  tried  to  talk  me  out  of  it.  But  I  knew  I  was  seeking 
after  the  truth;  I'd  been  praying  about  it  in  faith  and  I  was  sure  that  the 
answer  I  had  received  was  from  God.  Nothing  in  this  world  would  have 
changed  my  mind. 

But  though  I  believed  with  my  whole  heart  that  the  Gospel  was  true, 
it  seemed  as  if  I  wouldn't  be  able  to  join  the  Church  through  baptism. 

The  Elders  exhorted  me  to  pray  and  read  the  standard  works  of  the 
Church  and  live  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  as  I  had  now  received 
them.  They  promised  that  if  I  would  do  this  in  faithfulness  the  Lord 
would  open  the  way  for  me.  I  agreed  that  this  was  the  best  thing  to  do,  but 
I  couldn't  find  peace  in  my  heart.  Before  long  I  told  myself  "Oh  well,  may 
be  its  not  so  necessary  to  be  baptised  and  belong  to  the  church.  As  long 
as  I  know  its  true  and  live  the  word  of  wisdom  etc.  the  Lord  won't  hold 
me  responsible. 

And  then  one  night  I  had  a  wonderful  dream.  I  won't  be  able  to 
describe  the  whole  dream  but  I  will  relate  the  part  in  which  I  received 
the  message.  Someone  was  leading  me  in  a  long  passage,  at  the  end  there 
was  a  room  where  a  man  was  sitting  behind  a  desk,  writing  in  a  big  book. 
He  didn't  even  look  up  when  we  entered  the  room,  he  just  kept  on  writing. 
At  last  I  couldn't  hold  my  tongue  any  longer  and  I  asked:  "When  am  I 
to  go  further  from  here?"  The  man  looked  up  with  clear  blue  eyes  into 
mine,  and  after  a  while  he  shook  his  head  and  said:  "No.  you  can't  go 
further  until  you  have  been  cleansed."  Then  I  was  led  out  into  some  pure 
white  rooms  where  I  woke.  From  that  moment  forward  I  knew  that  I 
must  be  baptised.  The  desire  to  become  a  member  of  the  church  and  be 
baptised  became  an  obsession  with  me.  Nothing  in  this  world  meant  more 
to  me. 

Then  quite  unexpectedly  my  husband  was  transfered  from  Pretoria  to 
Johannesburg.  Only  two  months  after  we  moved  to  Johannesburg,  the 
missionaries  were  trading  on  our  street,  and  they  knocked  on  our  door. 
Although  they  were  complete  strangers  to  me.  I  felt  as  if  they  were  my 
own  brothers.  I  told  my  husband  they  were  here  and  he  was  very  cross. 
But  I  was  determined  to  hear  the  whole  gospel  and  asked  the  Elders  to 
call  regularly.  And  how  very  thankful  I  am  today  that  they  did!  I  have 
suffered  from  arthritis  for  six  years,  and  the  doctors  couldn't  do  much  about 
it.  One  day  I  asked  the  Elders  to  administer  to  me  which  they  did  and  I 
was  healed.  Until  this  day  nearly  two  years  later  I  haven't  had  one  attack 
of  arthritis.  When  I  realised  that  I  had  been  healed  through  the  Power 
of  the  Priesthood,  I  wanted  to  show  my  appreciation  to  the  Lord  by 
serving  Him  with  all  my  heart.  I  was  willing  to  give  up  everything  for 
His  sake. 

I  attended  Sunday  School  for  the  first  time  a  short  time  later  and  I 
felt  right  at  home.  I  still  couldn't  get  my  husband's  consent  to  be  baptised 
though  the  Elders  advised  me  to  fast  and  pray  that  the  Lord  would  open 
the  way  for  me.  I  had  a  week  of  fasting  and  prayer  and  the  result  was  two 
weeks  later  my  husband  gave  his  consent.  Since  then  I  have  entered  the 
Kingdom  of  God  here  upon  the  earth,  through  the  waters  of  baptism  and 
how  great  is  my  joy! 

I  have  gone  through  many  tribulations  for  my  testimony  of  the  truth 
but  I  know  that  it  is  much  stronger  than  it  would  have  been  if  it  had 
come  the  easy  way.  And  I  will  appreciate  it  all  the  days  of  my  life.  I 
would  like  to  include  the  following  scripture  because  it  has  found  a 
fulfillment  in  my  life: 

February.  1961  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  39 


SARAH 

(SHORT  STORY) 

SHE  watched  them  until  they  were  only  specks  on  the  horizon.  The  boy 
turned  and  waved  to  her,  but  she  could  scarcely  wave  back  in  reply. 
Turning  slowly  Sarah  went  back  into  the  tent  she  loved  so  much,  with  its 
rich  furnishings  that  Abraham  has  selected  with  such  great  care.  He  had 
a  good  eye  for  colour  and  the  gifts  he  brought  her  from  his  many  travels 
were  always  in  good  taste.  He  always  said,  her  beauty  inspired  him  to 
purchase  the  right  thing.  Fingering  one  of  the  rich  fabrics,  Sarah  felt 
uncomfortable,  she  could  feel  a  strange  foreboding  in  her  heart.  Looking 
down  at  the  cloth  in  her  fingers,  her  eye  ran  over  the  lovely  pattern,  but 
the  bright  colours  seemed  to  mock  her  inner  feelings. 

Was  it  because  Abraham  had  taken  Isaac  with  him  on  this  journey? 
Nonsense!  He  had  taken  the  child  on  his  travels  before,  and  she  had  never 
felt  any  qualms.  Isaac — the  son  for  whom  they  had  prayed  so  long — the 
child  promised  them  by  God.  How  they  loved  him!  She  would  have  spoiled 
him,  but  Abraham  was  a  wise  Father,  he  had  stopped  her  from  indulging 
in  all  the  child's  whims.  "I  must  be  getting  old  to  be  standing  here  giving 
way  to  these  silly  fears."  She  thought. 

How  tall  Isaac  was  growing,  such  a  sturdy  youth  and  he  always  did 
full  justice  to  the  meals  she  served  him.  Sarah  began  to  think  of  a  suitable 
meal  to  serve  Isaac  when  he  got  home  with  his  father  after  this  journey. 
It  would  be  something  very  special  to  welcome  them  both  home  once 
more!  She  could  see  the  warm  smile  that  would  spread  across  Abraham's 
face  when  she  set  the  food  before  him.  And  Isaac!  Those  dark  flashing 
eyes  would  dance  with  anticipation  when  he  saw  the  roast  meat. 

Inspite  of  all  the  planning  left  to  be  done  Sarah  found  herself  constantly 
wandering  back  to  the  thoughts  of  her  loved  ones  on  the  road.  Abraham 
hadn't  told  her  much  about  this  trip.  Usually  he  confided  his  plans  to 
her,  and  she  knew  when  to  expect  him  home  again.  It  seemed  strange  that 
he  had  made  such  a  sudden  decision  to  leave  the  camp  and  take  the  boy 
with  him.  She  knew  the  Lord  had  commanded  the  trip — and  she  never 
questioned  him  in  such  circumstances.  Then  she  thought  of  the  time  that 
he  had  told  her  she  would  bear  a  son.  She  had  laughed  then,  because  she 
thought  it  to  be  a  physical  impossibility,  well  she  had  learned  her  lesson. 

But  Abraham  had  been  very  silent  as  he  set  about  his  preparations 
for  this  jounrnsy.  He  seemed  to  let  the  child  do  more  than  usual,  too. 
She  thought  of  the  lad  as  he  ran  about  helping  his  father.  If  the  father 
had  little  to  say,  her  son  certainly  made  up  for  him  with  his  childish 
chatter.  The  boy's  excitement  had  amused  her —  and  kept  her  from  being 
too  curious.  He  promised  to  tell  her  all  about  it  when  he  returned.  Why  did 
that  cold  hand  of  fear  clutch  so  heavily  at  her  heart? 

They  had  left  very  early  in  the  morning  and  by  the  time  the  sun  was 
up  they  were  well  on  their  way.  Her  husband  and  son  hadn't  eaten  but 
the  servants  were  well  fed  and  eager  to  start  the  journey.  Sarah  hadn't 
eaten  a  thing — she  couldn't — the  strange  fear  was  already  upon  her.  What 
was  it?  She  busied  herself  about  the  tent  trying  to  restore  order  to  the 
furnishings.  There  wasn't  much  to  do  with  her  family  and  most  of  the 
servants  away;  there  were  still  the  daily  tasks  however,  so  she  began  to 
prepare  the  meat  for  that  night.  It  was  strange  the  way  men  always  upset 
the  place;  and.  although  she  sometimes  grumbled  about  it.  she  loved  them 
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both  for  their  careless  ways.  She  would  not  have  them  otherwise. 

The  copper  pots  gleamed  in  the  sunlight  where  they  were  being 
scourred  with  sand.  Isaac  used  to  pull  faces  at  his  reflection  in  them — he 
had  done  so  ever  since  he  was  a  baby.  Boys  were  always  up  to  some 
mischief.  "Oh,  Isaac,  would  that  you  were  with  me  now."  she  thought  with 
a  sudden  inward  yearning.  A  cold  fear  closed  around  her  heart,  and  the 
dreadful  foreboding  which  she  couldn't  seem  to  overcome  fell  upon  her 
like  a  cloak.  Then  almost  as  if  she  was  hearing  it  for  the  first  time,  she 
remembered  the  words  that  Abraham  had  told  her.  "When  you  keep 
your  fears  locked  in  your  heart,  you  double  them.  Take  everything  to  God, 
Sarah;  your  joys  and  your  troubles.  Tell  him  of  them  and  all  will  be  well 
in  your  heart." 

Sarah  dropped  to  her  knees  and  prayed  with  her  hands  held  tightly 
against  her  heaving  chest.  "Keep  my  loved  ones  safe,  if  it  be  thy  will." 
she  pleaded.  The  fear  fell  from  her  heart  and  a  divine  assurance  flooded 
her  bosom.  All  was  well  with  her  loved  ones  and  would  be  in  the  future 
too!  Now  she  could  await  their  homecoming  with  a  happy  heart.  Her  son 
and  husband  were  destined  to  do  great  things  for  the  Lord. 

Sister  Beatrice  Smith 
Mowbray  Branch 


WHY   WE   JOINED 
THE   CHURCH 

TT  was  on  a  Saturday  morning  last  November,  that  I  was  sitting  on  the 
J-  back  verandah  putting  vegetables  into  a  basket  when  two  young 
gentlemen  came  to  our  front  door. 

They  introduced  themselves  as  Elders  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints.  We  were  taken  by  surprise,  but,  my  husband  Reg  and 
I  welcomed  them  in.  They  offered  a  prayer  and  went  on  to  tell  us  about 
the  Church.  They  started  coming  every  Sunday  to  teach  us  about  the 
Gospel,  and  as  the  weeks  passed,  we  grew  more  and  more  interested.  It 
was  wonderful  listening  to  them — the  teachings  they  explained  were  so 
beautiful  and  logical  we  were  amazed. 

The  lessons  progressed  from  one  teaching  to  another  until  we  reached 
the  one  that  impressed  us  most — Faith,  Repentance,  Baptism  and  the  Gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  This  lesson  led  up  to  our  baptismal  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1960. 

We  can  both  testify  now  that  we  have  a  living  Father  in  Heaven  and 
that  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  true. 

Bro.  and  Sister  I.  V.  Holthouse 
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WHY  I 
JOINED 
THE   CHURCH 


Brother  Jackie  de  Wei 
Ramah   Branch 

I  think  all  people  desire  to   make  the  best  of  their  lives.  Unfortunately 
most  people  desire  the  wrong  thing  as  their  main  objective.  Examples 
of  such  misconceptions  are: 

(a)  a  desire  to  become  rich. 

(b)  a  desire  to  be  a  great  ruler  over  people. 

(c)  a  desire  to  acquire  a  vast  knowledge  in  a  certain  field. 

Such  aspirations  are  quite  in  order  but  these  people  set  their  minds 
purely  on  the  mentioned  objectives  and  they  never  know  what  are  the 
greatest  things  in  life.  I  have  discovered  the  greatest  thing  in  life — the 
Restored  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

I  have  been  very  impressed  by  the  love  and  friendship  that  is  in  our 
Church.  Through  the  teachings  of  the  restored  Gospel,  the  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  and  the  wonderful  joy  that  I  experience.  I  have  found 
that  real  joy  and  purpose  in  life  are: 

(a)  Building  one's  character  through  learning  sincerely  to  love  people 
by  being  humble,  patient,  considerate  and  self-disciplined. 

(b)  Working  for  the  Church  and  placing  the  Gospel  first  in  our  lives. 

To  augment  our  joy  in  these  objectives  our  Father  has  placed  four 
aids  at  our  disposal:  The  Holy  Ghost,  the  Commandments,  prayer  and  the 
Church.  I  know  that  the  Gospel  has  been  restored  through  a  prophet.  I 
know  that  Jesus  Christ  is  our  Saviour.  I  know  that  our  Father  in  Heaven 
is  real.  I  pray  that  I  may  love  Jesus  and  our  Father  with  that  love  that 
is  not  imaginable  in  our  human  minds.  My  objective  is  to  learn  to  love, 
to  follow  the  commandments  and  aim  for  the  Celestial  Kingdom  of  God 
and  His  Christ. 


HAVE  YOU  READ  THE  BIBLE? 

|~T  is  told  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  that  in  the  feebleness  of  his  last  hours,  when 
■*-  the  pen  had  dropped  from  his  nerveless  fingers,  and  his  mind  had  felt 
the  shock  of  exhausting  labours,  he  asked  his  son-in-law.  Lockheart.  to  read 
to  him.  "What  shall  I  read?"  asked  Lockheart.  "Need  you  ask?  There  is 
but  one  Book."  was  the  reply.  Surrounded  by  a  vast  library  of  books  in  all 
languages,  he  yet  felt  in  his  dying  hours  that  there  was  but  one  book  worth 
listening  to.  Lockheart  read  to  him  the  fourteenth  chapter  of  John. 
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•  Priesthood  Page 


NEW  BOOK  OF  MORMON  MANUELS 

I"  GOLDEN  KIMBALL,  a  noted  wit  of  the  Church  and  for  many  years 
**  "  a  member  of  the  First  Council  of  Seventy  once  asked  a  congregation 
the  following  question:  "How  many  people  here  would  like  to  read  the 
sealed  portion  of  the  Book  of  Mormon?"  Every  hand  in  the  hall  went  up 
in  answer  to  the  query.  Then  looking  out  over  the  audience  once  more  he 
asked  the  assembled  people  this:  "How  many  have  read  the  part  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon  that  we  already  have?"  Almost  to  a  man  the  hands  went  down. 

Here  is  a  very  pointed  illustration  of  a  sad  fact.  Every  member  of  the 
Church  knows  the  Book  is  Divine  and  came  through  the  gift  and  power 
of  God.  Yet.  when  was  the  last  time  most  of  them  read  it?  Some  perhaps 
have  never  read  it  cover  to  cover,  others  may  have  read  it  when  the 
missionaries  were  teaching  the  Gospel  but  not  since. 

If  a  poll  was  taken  in  the  Church  among  the  Priesthood  holders, 
every  man  would  be  willing  to  defend  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  its 
teachings  to  the  very  end,  no  matter  what  adversity  confronted  them. 
But,  should  a  set  of  questions  be  circulated  among  the  brethren  asking 
questions  on  the  contents  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  most  of  them  would 
have  a  hard  time  trying  to  explain  what  the  book  contains. 

To  help  overcome  this  deficiency  the  new  study  course  for  the 
Melchizedek  Priesthood  will  be  the  Book  of  Mormon.  The  manual  that 
has  been  prepared  for  the  Quorums  take  every  Chapter  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon  and  define  them  into  useful  material  that  is  easily  understood 
by  the  classes.  The  new  lesson  book  will  have  all  of  the  paintings  that 
Arnold  Friberg  has  done  illustrating  Book  of  Mormon  events,  in  full 
colour  as  an  added  feature. 

It  is  expected  that  each  member  of  the  classes  studying  the  new  lessons 
will  read  an  average  of  10  pages  a  week  and  then  come  to  class  prepared 
to  discuss  the  things  they  have  read  in  order  to  gain  something  worth 
while  from  the  Class.  When  the  classes  are  over,  not  one  member  of  the 
Melchezidek  Priesthood  should  have  to  say:  "I  haven't  read  all  the  Book 
of  Mormon  yet."  Everyone  enrolled  in  his  quorum  work  should  be  an 
active  participant  in  this  study,  and  should  apply  himself  to  the  task  of 
learning  to  understand  and  use  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

This  new  lesson  study  plan  has  the  wholehearted  backing  of  the 
First  Presidency  and  it  is  expected  that  every  member  of  the  Melchezidek 
Priesthood  will  pledge  himself  to  the  pleasure  of  reading  the  Book  of 
Mormon  cover  to  cover  in  1961. 

WHEN   ARE  YOU  GOING  TO  START? 
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The 

Sunday  School 

Page 


TN  keeping  with  our  past  policy  for  the  Sunday  School  Page  we  are 
-*-  listing  this  month  the  music  to  be  sung  in  the  Sunday  Schools  of  the 
mission  for  the  month  of  March.  Please  note  that  we  are  approximately 
two  months  behind  the  Instructor  but  due  to  December  being  a  Christmas 
hymn  we  are  using  the  hymn  for  January  for  the  month  of  March. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MUSIC  (Hymn  Practice) 
March,  1961 

"Come,  Let  Us  Anew."  Senior  Sunday  School,  page   17. 

"I'll  Go  Where  You  Want  Me  to  Go."  Junior  Sunday  School,  page  19. 


PT7HE  following  suggestions  apply  to  the  Sunday  School  Superintendents 
-*-  of  the  mission  to  help  make  our  Sunday  Schools  the  orderly,  well 
planned  meetings  they  should  be: 

"Hours  of  prayerful  preparation  preceed  the  successful  Sunday  School 
Session:  general  preparation  in  teacher  training  for  prospective  teachers, 
and  consultations  with  district  board  members  by  teachers  in  service,  and 
specific  preparation  for  the  Sunday  School  session  in  monthly  preparation 
meeting.  Individual  lesson  preparation,  and  for  the  Superintendency,  the 
weekly  council  meeting. 

There  should  always  be  a  written  agenda  on  the  Superintendents 
Memorandum  form,  so  that  the  person  conducting  always  knows  exactly 
the  order  of  exercises,  the  individuals  participating,  and  the  time  limit 
of  each  feature.  It  is  good  practice  for  the  superintendent  to  check  early 
every  Sunday  morning  to  be  sure  that  every  participant  will  be  present 
early  and  prepared,  or  that  an  adequate  substitute  will  be  present  on  time. 

Hymn  books  should  be  distributed  and  the  numbers  of  the  hymns 
placed  on  the  bulletin  board  before  the  beginning  of  the  devotional  prelude. 

The  Prayer  Meeting 

The  prayer  meeting  should  precede  every  Sunday  School  session,  and 
should  be  attended  by  all  officers  and  teachers.  A  separate  prayer  meeting 
for  the  Junior  Sunday  School  officers  and  teachers  is  not  recommended. 
The  prayer  meeting  commences  twenty  minutes  before  the  Sunday  School, 
and  convenes  for  ten  minutes.  It  is  a  period  of  spiritual  uplift  and  con- 
certed supplication  for  divine  help. 

Order  of  Exercises 

1.  Limited  instructions  and  announcements  by  the  superintendency. 

2.  Recitation  of  the  sacrement  gems  by  the  entire  group. 

3.  Rendition  of  prayer  thought  or  impressive  reading  of  scripture, 
poetry  or  other  literature. 

4.  Prayer. 

It  is  hoped  the  above  instructions  will  help  the  various  Sunday  School 
Superintendents  order  their  respective  meetings  after  the  pattern  set  down 
by  the  General  Board,  so  that  our  Mission  Sunday  Schools  will  be 
functioning  in  accordance  with  the  rest  of  the  Church. 
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MAKE  A  PRELIMINARY  SURVEY 

. .  .  and  save  Time  and  Money  in 
GENEALOGICAL  RESEARCH 


Tl^HE  two  constituents  which  receive  the  most  attention  from  persons 
■*-  engaging  in  genealogical  research  are  time  and  money;  often  these 
factors  are  held  in  higher  esteem  than  considerations  of  accuracy, 
completeness  or  proper  training.  Although  this  concept  is  quite  fallacious, 
certainly  the  efficient  employment  of  one's  time  and  resources  is  second 
only  to  high  research  standards. 

The  greatest  obstacles  to  the  efficient  employment  of  time  and  money 
in  a  research  programme  are  the  lack  of  proper  preparation  and  duplication 
of  effort.  Ignoring  the  pitfalls  of  inadequate  training,  nothing  can  be  more 
disheartening  and  discouraging  than  to  bring  to  completion  a  difficult  phase 
of  research,  only  to  find  on  submission  for  temple  work  that  the  materials 
have  long  been  on  file  in  the  Church  Records  Archives. 

For  the  individual  preparing  to  embark  upon  a  new  research 
programme  or  to  those  persons  who  have  already  launched  such  a 
programme  without  proper  preliminaries,  the  Research  Survey  is  a 
necessary  consideration. 

Briefly  stated,  the  survey  has  as  its  objectives  (1)  the  prevention  of 
duplication  in  research  effort  and  (2)  the  laying  of  a  sound  base  or 
foundation  upon  which  future  research  programmes  can  be  wisely 
constructed.  The  eagerness  of  the  budding  genealogist  to  immerse  himself 
in  ancient  records  of  original  entry  will  be  satiated  quickly  enough  after 
he  has  laid  the  proper  ground  work  and  made  certain  that  he  is  not 
treading  in  research  paths  previously  trod. 

To  approach  these  two  objectives  a  simply  stated  plan  or  procedure 
has  been  found  to  be  generally  effective,  (a)  records  in  the  possession  or 
relatives  and  friends  of  the  family — home  sources —  (b)  records  under  the 
care  and  supervision  of  the  Church  record  departments  must  be  carefully 
and  systematically  sought  out,  examined  and  evaluated.  Although  simply 
stated  the  successful  completion  of  these  two  programmes  will  tax  the 
learning  of  the  most  expert  researchers. 

The  combined  collections  of  the  Church  Records  Archives  and  the 
Temple  Records  Bureau,  supplemented  by  numerous  other  Church  records, 
provide  easy  access  to  a  wealth  of  information.  It  is  indeed  a  misfortune 
when  costly  and  time  consuming  research  is  conducted  in  public  and 
ecclesiastical  records,  only  to  yield  information  that  could  have  been  found 
with  far  less  effort  among  the  records  of  the  Church. 

By  consulting  the  records  of  the  Church  Archives  and  the  Temple 
Index  Bureau  it  is  usually  possible  (a)  to  determine  the  status  of  the 
family  genealogy  insofar  as  quality  and  extent  of  research  is  concerned 
and  (b)  to  determine  whether  or  not  others  are  engaged  in 
research  on  mutual  lines  of  ancestry.  It  is  never  wise  to  assume  that  a 
compilation  is  complete  and  accurate  without  carefully  examining  the 
sources  from  which  it  was  constructed,  nor  is  it  a  pleasant  experience  to 
have   records    returned    by   the    Genealogical   Society   with    the    indication 
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that  the  work  has  been  completed  by  some  other  member  of  the  family. 
There  is  work  enough  for  everyone  and  only  costly  experience  is  to  be 
gained  by  two  persons  simultaneously  ploughing  the  same  field  of  research. 

In  conclusion,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  much  useful  experience 
will  be  of  extreme  worth  in  subsequent  research  activities.  Checking  and 
rechecking  for  accuracy  the  materials  submitted  by  others  (proving 
genealogies  is  an  individual  responsibilty)  as  well  as  the  examination  of 
their  research  procedures  will  save  the  beginner  a  great  deal  of  time  and 
money. 

There  are  means  of  obtaining  assistance  in  completing  a  research 
survey*  and  the  important  thing  to  remember  is  this:  Make  certain  thai 
the  Preliminary  Survey  is  preformed — and  preformed  properly! 

*  The  research  Department  of  the  Genealogical  Society  provides  assistance  with  searches 
in  LDS  Church  Records  after  the  individual  research  sources  have  been  exhausted.  The 
$8.00  flat  fee  is  usually  sufficient  to  cover  the  sources  for  one  line  of  ancestry. 


Die  Woord  Van  God 


O,  hoe  kosbaar  is  die  gawe, 
Van  God's  wonderlike  woord. 
Want  dit  leer  ons  van,  gevare, 
Wys  ons  die  weg  na  sal'ge  oord. 

As  ons  net  maar  stil  wil  luister, 
En  ons  harte  oop  wil  maak, 
Sal  sy  Gees  ons  teer  toefluister. 
En  ons  siel  in  liefde  aanraak. 

Gaan  ons  deur  'n  donker  nag. 
En,  ons  wankel  deur  beproewings. 
Bring  Gods  Woord  weer  lig  en  krag. 
Lei  ons  harte  tot  versoening. 

Laat  ons  dan  Sy  Woord  getrou  bly. 
Heel  ons  lewes  aan  horn  wy, 
Want  by  Horn  alleen  is  lewe. 
Lewe  tot  in  ewigheid. 

Catherine  E.  Stevn 
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WHERE  TO  MEET 


TRANSVAAL 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Meetings:  1,  Hunter  Street, 
Highlands,  Johannesburg. 

Branch  President:  K.  Brian 
Chater;  Phone  45-5575. 

KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Meetings :      Krugersdorp      Town 
Hall  Lecture  Room. 
Branch   President:    D.   Cherrett. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Meetings:  23,  Eleventh  Street, 
Springs. 

Branch  President:  Douglas  Hul- 
bert. 

EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall,  Brak- 
pan. 

Branch  President:  J.  H.  Aden- 
droff;  Phone  54-6277. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall  on  19th 
Ave.  Gezina. 

Branch  President  J.  H.  L.  Smit. 

PRIMROSE  BRANCH 

Meetings:  English  Medium 
School,  Cnr.  Beaconsfield  Ave. 
and  Shamrock  Road,  Primrose. 

Branch  President:  C.  Norbury. 

NATAL 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Meetings:  144  Silverton  Road, 
Durban. 

Branch  President:  Ray  Gordon 
Willson;  Phone  81-7748. 

PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 
Meetings:    Oddfellows'  Hall,    136 

Longmarket     Street     (just     above 

Chapel  St.) 
Branch    President:    R.    M.    Mor- 

rissey. 

CAPE  PROVINCE 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Cumorah,  Main  Road, 
Mowbray. 

Branch  President:  Alwin  Hubert; 
Phone  4-5275. 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 
Meetings:   Masonic   Hall,  Talent 


St.,    (Between   1st   and  2nd   Ave.), 
Parow. 

Branch  President:  N.  J.  Goosen; 
Phone  97-3285. 

EAST    LONDON   BRANCH 
Meetings:  Sons  of  England  Hall, 

Belgravia  Crescent,  East  London. 
Branch     President:      Alfred     J. 

Corrigan;  Phone  8-1821. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 
Meetings:     40     Prospect     Road, 

W  aimer. 
Branch  President:  C.  R.  Doller; 

Phone  51-2138. 

KIMBERLEY 

Meetings:  K.  A.  C.  Hall  on  Ship- 
pard  St.,  Kimberley. 

ORANGE  FREE  STATE 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 
Meetings:   Chapel,   end  of  Voor- 

trekker  Road. 
Branch   President:    S.   J.   Spear; 

Phone  6819. 

WELKOM  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall  State- 
way. 

Branch  President:  Andrew  W. 
Robinson. 

RHODESIA 

BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Boy  Scout  Head- 
quarters on  8th  Avenue,  off  Loban- 
gula  Street. 

Branch  President:  R.  Isaac. 

SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Meetings:  107  Salisbury  Street, 
corner  Manica  Road  and  Salisbury 
Street. 

Branch  President:  Kenneth 
Trotter. 

GWELO 

Meetings:  Riverside  School,  Ath- 
lone  Drive. 

LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Meetings:  121  "F"  Avenue, 
Luanshya. 

Branch  President:  Douglas 
Charsley. 
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ARRIVALS 
BITTER,  RICHARD  M.  Arrived  January  19.   1961.  from  Kaysville.  Utah, 

assigned  to  labour  in  Kimberley. 
BELLON,  PHILLIP  NED  Arrived  January  19,   1961.  from  Vernal.  Utah. 

assigned  to  labour  in  Durban. 
SCOTT,  CHARLES  ROBIN   Arrived   January    19.    1961.    from    Montrose, 

California,  assigned  to  labour  in  Kempton  Park. 
SPEAR,  VERNON  WILLIAM  Arrived  January    19.  1961.  from  Luanshya, 

N.  Rhodesia,  assigned  to  labour  in  Carletonville,  Tvl. 
LARSSON,    ANTHONY    MICHAEL    Arrived    January    19.     1%1.    from 

Johannesburg.  Tvl.  assigned  to  labour  in  Cape  Town. 
BARKER,  JULIANA    Arrived    February    1.    1961.    from    Durban.    Natal, 

assigned  to  labour  in  Cape  Town. 
NIXSON,  VALERIE  Arrived  January  1,  1961.  from  Cape  Town,  assigned 

to  labour  in  Johannesburg.  (Mission  Home) 

RELEASES 

SIMPSON,  DAVID  CHARLES  Released  16  January.  1961.  laboured  in 
Pretoria,  Springs,  Johannesburg,  Bloemfontein.  Vereeniging  and 
Discovery. 

SMITH,  KENT  DELOY  Released  16  January,  1961,  laboured  in  Johannes- 
burg. Benoni.  Gwelo.  Florida.  Pietermaritzburg,  Durban. 

TRANSFERS 
SMITH,  THOMAS  Transferred  to  Johannesburg  on  January  19.  1961.  from 

Durban. 
JOHNSON,  RAYMOND  Transferred  from  Kimberley  to  Benoni.  January 

19,  1961. 
HULL,  WILLIAM  Transferred  from  Cape  Town  to  Johannesburg.  January 

19.  1961. 
PIERSON,  KENNETH  G.  Transferred  from  Cape  Town  to  Johannesburg, 

January.  19.  1961. 
TAYLOR,    MARZ    LAVERNE    Transferred   from    Carletonville    to    Cape 

Town.  January  19,  1961. 
BARRUS,  ROBERT  Transferred   from   Randfontein    to   Durban.  January 

19,  1961. 
PAYNE,  BRYCE  Transferred  from  Kitwe  to  Discovery.  January  19.  1961. 
PACKARD,    BERNARD    Transferred    from    Bulawayo    to    East    London, 

January  8,  1961. 
TATE,  GARY  Transferred  from  Salisbury  to  Randfontein.  January  8.  1961. 
WALLIN,   ROBERT  Transferred  from  Lusaka   to  Bloemfontein.   January 

8,  1961. 
PARKINSON,  BARRY  Transferred  from  East  London  to  Lusaka.  January 

8.  1961. 
CLARK,  JAMES  D.  Transferred  from  Johannesburg  to  Bulawayo.  January 

8,  1961. 
WARREN,    RUSSELL    Transferred     from     Johannesburg     to     Salisbury, 

January  8.  1961. 
PICKLES,   JEFFEREY   Transferred   from    Durban   to   Kitwe.   January    8, 

1961. 
LOUW,  RONALD  Transferred  from  Bloemfontein  to  Durban.  January  8, 

1961. 
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LEFT 

FOR 

HOME 


Kent  Deloy  Smith 


David   Charles 
Simpson 


FROM  OUR  FILES 


BAPTISMS 

Ramah    Branch 

ROBERTS,  Jeanette  Elizabeth 

Caroline 
PERCIVAL,   Josephine 

Magdaline   Cathrine 
PERCIVAL,  Lilian   Rose 

Lorraine 
PERCIVAL,    Anthea    Mav 
PERCIVAL,   Robert    Lantz 
PERCIVAL,    Herbert    Edward 
FOUNTAIN,  Albert  Tbackray 
ROBERTS,  Cedric  Norman 
HOLTHOUSE,    Reginald 

Waddington 
HOLTHOUSE,    Ida    Violet 
MOIR,   Nellie   Proudfoot 
LARSON.    Barry    Graham 

Alexander 
ROBERTS,  Eileen  Vera 
THOMPSON,  Marguerite 
YORK,    Edward    Coates 
BERNARDO,  Edmund 

William  Robert 
BERNARDO,   Claudius   Petro 

Stavetti 
BERNARDO,  Clive  Robert 
BERNARDO.   Barney   John 
GORMAN,  Stanley  George 

Henry 

Springs   Branch 

BOTHA.    Gert    Petrus 
BOTHA.     Herculena    Johanna 


Kimberley  Branch 
DOLLER,  Georgina  Esther 
SHAW,   Doreen   Elizabeth 
HARVETT,  Irene  Hester 

Krugersdorp  Branch 
GEORGE,  Elayne  Margaret 

Port   Elizabeth   Branch 
MAZtX,  Norma  June 
MARX,    George    Fredrich 

East  Rand   Branch 
JACOBS,  Valentine  Henry 
JACOBS.  Margaritha  J.  M. 

Out  of  Branch  Baptisms 
ROBERTSON,    Ruth   Norma 
Mil  LETT-CLAY,  James  H. 
SANDLANDS,  Merinda  Irene 
BIBB.    Michael 

Margate    Branch 
GRANTHAM,  Ruary 

Bloemfontein  Branch 
CRAMER,  Hester  Sophia 
CRAMER,  Andrew 

Bulawayo  Branch 

HERBERT,  Helena  Petronella 

ORDINATIONS 
Ramah   Branch 
DONLY,  Llewelyn   Nielsen 

Salisbury  Branch 
CORBETT,    Alexander 
Benjamin 


Port   Elizabeth    Branch 

CHARSLEY,  Beauford  John 

Krugersdorp  Branch 

ROBERTS,   Arthur   Buller 

White 
COOPER,   Steve 

BLESSINGS 
Ramah  Branch 
FRANKLAND,  Clive  Andre1 
GORMAN,    Jennifer   Anne 
BERNARDO,  Jeremy  James 
BERNARDO,   Johlene 

Glaudette 
THOMPSON,   John    William 

Primrose   Branch 
OTTO,   Clarence   Dennis 
East  Rand   Branch 
STRYDOM.  Penelope 

Port   Elizabeth    Branch 
VAN   WYK,  Erene 
MARX,  Michael  Linton 

East   Rand   Branch 
LE  ROUX,  Leon  Richard 
LE   ROUX,  Peter  Arthur 

MARRIAGES 

JAKINS.  Duane  Married  on 
the  16th  of  December,  1960 
To  Merril  Wright  Thomson 
tnon-member).  (Durban.) 
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BRANCH 
REPORTS 


DURBAN  BRANCH 

Joyce  Wahlburn 

ON  the  16th  of  December  a  most  happy  occasion  took 
place  in,  our  Branch,  the  marriage  of  Brother  Duane 
Jakins  and  Miss  Merril  Thompson.  On  the  14th  of 
January  a  very  proud  Duane  baptised  his  wife  into  the 
Church,  and  we  welcome  her  most  warmly,  along  with 
Brother  and  Sister  Nielsen  and  Brian  who  were  baptised 
on  the  same  day. 

The  Genealogical  Society,  under  the  direction  of  Brother 
Vic  Henning,  conducted  the  evening  service  and  no  finer 
New  Year's  resolution  could  be  made.  We  are  planning 
to  support  this  organization  to  the  fullest  in  1961.  The 
12th  of  January  was  a  very  happy  day  for  the  Duncan 
family  when  Jeranda  and  her  little  daughter  Amanda 
returned  unexpectedly  from  England  for  a  short  visit.  Welcome  home. 
Jaranda!  Brother  and  Sister  Billet  were  blessed  with  a  lovely  baby  girl 
on  the  14th  January.  We  are  very  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  Sister 
van  Rooyen  is  now  on  the  way  to  recovery.  Her  recovery  is  truly  a 
testimony  of  the  scripture:  "Thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole." 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Rita  Corrigan 

ri^HE  East  London  Branch  has  been  richly  blessed  with  visiting  members 
■*■  from  many  parts  of  the  mission.  These  visitors  have  come  from  as 
far  away  as  Kitwe,  Northern  Rhodesia  and  other  parts  of  the  Copper 
Belt.  We  have  had  so  many  that  indeed  it  was  the  visitors  that  out- 
numbered the  local  members  at  most  of  the  services.  The  local  members  were 
happy  to  welcome  these  members,  many  of  whom  are  old  friends  and 
acquaintances,  but  we  were  also  delighted  to  meet  the  others  who  were 
unknown  to  us,  and  share  with  them  the  rich  blessings  of  the  Gospel  and 
our  varied  experiences  as  servants  of  the  Lord.  We  thank  all  those  who 
sent  messages  to  our  branch  through  these  emissaries  and  would  like  to 
convey  our  sincere  good  wishes  to  them  all.  On  the  morning  of  December 
25th,  the  Sunday  School  children  gave  a  very  creditable  performance  of  the 
programme  as  outlined  in  the  October  "Instructor".  It  is  indeed  a  pleasure 
to  see  so  many  of  the  Junior  Sunday  School  groups  taking  part  confidently 
and  displaying  their  latent  talents.  A  beautiful  testimony  meeting  was  held 
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on  January  1st  and  despite  all  the  wars  and  upheavels  all  over  the  world, 
we  are  thankful  for  the  Gospel  which  inspires  Latter-day  Saints  to  remain 
firm  of  faith  and  trust  in  the  Lord  whilst  doing  their  part  in  furthering 
His  work.  Sister  Rita  van  der  Merwe,  now  Mrs.  T.  E.  Siebert,  has  left  for 
Welkom,  where  she  and  her  husband  will  settle  down.  We  wish  them 
every  happiness  and,  although  the  East  London  Branch,  especially  the 
Relief  Society,  is  going  to  miss  Sister  Rita,  we  are  sure  she  will  be 
welcomed  by  the  Welkom  members.  Elder  Parkinson  has  left  us  for 
Lusaka,  Northern  Rhodesia.  We  welcome  Elder  Packard  and  hope  that 
his  stay  here  will  be  happy. 

KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Phillipa  Powrie 

WELL!  It  is  only  one  month  since  the  last  report!  Since  then  all  our 
Christmas  festivities  and  the  lovely  New  Years  Dance  at  Ramah 
are  of  the  past.  We  are  lucky  to  have  Brother  Dougie  Hulbert's  excellent 
dance  band  in  our  district!  We  had  visitors  from  Durban  this  time,  the 
Randall  family  for  one  service,  and  young  John  Mering  for  Christmas 
for  a  couple  of  weeks.  We  have  a  brand  new  baby  in  the  branch,  the  new 
little  daughter  of  Sister  Margret  Quick  Watson,  born  the  16th  of  January, 
and  we  have  several  others  on  the  way.  The  Sisters  are  trying  to  make 
up  for  the  lack  of  converts  in  our  area.  Charl  and  Christine  du  Plessis 
and  family  are  moving  to  Krugersdorp  from  Wolmaranstad.  The  Strydoms 
are  back  from  leave  and  in  full  working  order  again,  but  the  Bibbs  and 
Greylings  have  disappeared  for  a  few  weeks  in  Cape  Town  and  East 
London  while  Sister  Gloria  Barris  and  family  have  been  paying  us  a 
visit  from  Carletonville.  We  have  had  one  baptism,  Sister  Elane  George, 
plus  two  ordinations  to  the  office  of  a  deacon,  Brothers  Buller  Roberts  and 
Steve  Cooper.  Congratulations  to  them.  We  had  our  branch  conference  on 
the  8th  of  January  with  few  changes  among  the  main  office  holders.  We 
have  started  our  first  Genealogy  Course  and  are  looking  for  great  things 
in  the  future. 

We  wish  to  extend  to  Sister  Catherine  Fouche  our  sympathy  in  the 
loss  of  her  husband  and  we  want  her  to  know  that  the  Branch  feels  her 
great  loss  in  this  time  of  affliction.  Mr.  Fouche  died  in  Krugersdorp 
of  natural  causes. 

We  also  want  to  congratulate  the  Van  Brandwyk's  on  the  arrival  of 
a  new  grandson.  His  parents  are  Brother  Moppie  and  Lynne  Berge.  Looks 
like  the  branch  will  grow  one  way  or  another  these  days. 

Work  on  our  Chapel  only  awaits  for  Brother  Gerry  Meyer  to  complete 
the  plans  and  for  them  to  be  approved  by  the  General  Authorities.  We  are 
being  as  patient  as  we  can  but  the  fire  of  enthusiasm  has  died  well  down 
with  the  marking  of  time  so  perhaps  THIS  year? 

THE  LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Hilda  Nickisson 

WE  were  very  happy  to  welcome  back  into  our 
branch  this  month  our  Branch  President. 
President  Charsley  has  been  vacatng  in  Port 
Elizabeth  where  he  had  a  most  enjoyable  time  with 
his  family  who  are  now  living  there.  Unfortunately, 
since  his  return.  President  Charsley  has  had  to 
have  a  slight  operation  to  his  foot,  but  we  all 
wish  him  a  speedy  recovery  from  this  affliction. 

On  Saturday  night.  14th  January,  we  held  a 
Farewell  Braaivleis  for  our  missionary  Elder 
Vernon  W.  Spear.  The  Braaivleis  held  in  his 
honour  was  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  held 
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because  it  meant  that  we  are  sending  a  full  time  missionary  from  our 
Branch  into  the  field  to  labour  among  our  fellow  country  men.  On 
Sunday  night,  15th  January,  we  had  a  memorable  night  at  our  service 
when  we  said  our  last  goodbye  to  Elder  Vernon  W.  Spear.  We  of  his  branch 
pray  that  all  the  Lord's  choicest  blessings  will  be  with  him  in  doing  the 
Lord's  work.  We  won't  forget   you  Elder  Spear! 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Beatrice  Smith 

IONGRATULATIONS  to  the  Bernard 
Milne's  of  Bloemfontein  who  have 
a  bonny  baby  son.  We  also  congratulate 
the  Martin  Rayner's  of  California  on  the 
birth  of  their  son,.  We  at  Mowbray  feel 
a  special  interest  in  these  babies  as  three 
of  the  parents  have  been  members  of  our 
Branch. 

A  verv  happy  partv  was  given  for  Sister 
Hazel  Kotze  and  Sister  Valerie  Nixon 
on  the  29th  December.  This  was  a 
kitchen-shower  for  Hazel  and  an  undies- 
shower  for  Val. 

On  the  31st  Sister  Kotze  was  married  to  Mr.  Smith  of  Port  Elizabeth. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  by  President  Aldredge.  Sister  Hazel  was 
attended  by  her  little  daughter,  Linda. 

Happiness  doesn't  come  in  singles,  and  another  wedding  took  place 
on  2nd  January,  when  Sister  Pat  Beardmore  and  Mr.  Mike  Gobel  were 
married.  We  wish  these  couples  great  joy  in  their  partnerships. 

Felicitations  to  Sister  Freda  Hodges,  who  has  announced  her  engage- 
ment to  Mr.  Brian  Aubrey. 

The  M.I.A.  celebrated  the  passing  of  the  Old  Year  with  a  party  on 
ths  31st.  The  hall  was  beautifully  decorated  and  a  special  supper  was 
served. 

Evening  service  on  Christmas  Day  was  a  carol  service  and  many  of 
the  old  songs  of  Christmas  were  sung  bv  choir  and  congregation.  We  have 
to  thank  Sister  Milja  van  der  Linde  for  the  arrangement  of  this 
programme. 

The  Genealogical  Society  conducted  the  first  evening  service  of  the 
year.  Their  programme  outlined  the  wonderful  blessings  which  come  to 
those  who  seek  out  their  kindred  dead.  At  this  service,  certificates  were 
presented  to  those  who  had  graduated  from  the  Genealogical  Workshop. 
There  is  a  renewed  interest  among  our  members  to  get  their  lines  clear 
with  a  view  of  visiting  the  Temple  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

Firesides  are  being  attended  enthus;astically  bv  the  members  of  the 
various  age-groups  of  the  M.I.A.  and  their  friends.  The  subiects  under 
discussion  at  these  meetings  provide  plenty  of  food  for  thought. 

On  Sunday  evening,  15th  January,  we  had  farewell  talks  fr^m  four 
of  our  Sisters  who  are  leaving  for  Canada  shortly.  They  are  Sisters  Rosaline 
van  Schalkwyk,  Joyce  van  Schalkwyk,  Ena  and  Jeanette  Osborne.  Then 
a  party  was  given  in  their  honour  on  the  17th  and  gifts  were  presented 
on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Branch.  We  wish  these  four  ladies  "Bon 
Voyage",  happy  landings  and  a  joyful  sojourn  in  their  new  homes.  With 
them  we  send  greetings  to  Helene  and  Altha,  and  to  Theo  and  Denise — not 
forgetting  the  little  folk. 

Several  of  our  members  have  been  on  holiday  and  we  trust  that  thev 
have  all  enjoyed  their  trips  around  the  Country.  We  have  also  had  many 
visitors  from  upcountry — the  Lionel  Bibbs  from  the  Transvaal,  Sisters  Sparg 
and  Pratt  with  Peggy  and  Ray  from  the  Transkei.  Brother  Hugo  and  Brother 
Barrowman.  and  Brother  and  Sister  Jakins  (Jr.)  from  Durban.  We  hope 
that  they  have  enjoyed  their  visit  to  the  Cape. 
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PIETERMARITZBURG  BRANCH 

Joan  A.  Ball 

WE  in  Pietermaritzburg  are  settling  down  after  the  festivities  and  are 
preparing  once  again  to  resume  the  activities  of  Relief  Society  and 
Primary.  We  had  a  lovely  Christmas  Day  service  which  was  written  and 
presented  by  President  Ronald  Morrissey.  It  was  enjoyed  by  ths  congrega- 
tion as  well  as  by  those  who  took  part.  Our  Christmas  party  was  wonderful 
and  great  a  success  for  the  children.  Santa  Claus  distributed  gifts  to  all 
the  little  ones  of  the  branch. 

We  had  a  wonderful  "spread",  provided  by  all  the  sisters  and  brothers 
of  the  Branch.  We  were  very  pleased  to  have  Brother  and  Sister  Gordon 
Grantham  and  their  family  from  Margate  Branch  with  us  for  about  3 
weeks  and  we  were  very  sorry  to  see  them  go  back  to  South-broom!  We 
are  all  anticipating  working  very  hard  for  our  new  Chapel,  and  are  already 
getting  our  plans  under  way.  We  are  going  to  have  all  sorts  of  socials  and 
fund  raising  projects  to  do  it.  What  a  goal  to  work  for!  May  the  Lord's 
blessings  be  with  all  the  Brothers  and  Sisters  of  the  Mission,  for  a  Happy 
New  Year! 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 
Martha  Lion  Cachet 

THE  programme  arranged  for  Christmas  Day  was  indeed  lovely  with  all 
the  little  children  taking  part.  Many  of  our  members  were  away 
during  the  holidays  in  the  latter  part  of  1960  but  all  of  them  have  returned 
safely  and  well  rested.  Brother  and  Sister  Van  Staden  had  quite  an 
experience  when  their  car  overturned  on  the  way  back  to  Pretoria.  None 
of  them  was  injured  but  they  all  suffered  from  shock.  We  are  indeed  pleased 
to  see  them  back  with  us  once  more,  none  the  worse  for  their  unpleasant 
experience.  New  Year's  Eve  Dance  held  at  Ramah,  Johannesburg,  proved 
to  be  a  big  event  of  the  old  year.  We  all  thoroughly  enjoyed  ourselves  as 
we  feel  sure  everyone  else  did  as  well  who  attended  the  dance.  President 
and  Sister  Alldredge  were  with  us  for  a  while  and  Sister  Park  from 
Mowbray  Branch  was  also  present.  Our  Sacrament  meeting  on  Sunday 
the  1st  January,  1961  was  under  the  auspices  of  the  Genealogical  Cociety. 
The  speakers  were  Brother  J.  Lion  Cachet  who  spoke  on  the  "Spirit  of 
Research",  Brother  John  Scheltema  who  spoke  on  the  "Joy  of  Sacred 
Service."  Elder  Varga  spoke  on  the  "Sacred  Covenant  of  the 
Priesthood."  The  missionaries  sang  for  us  and  Brother  Olev  Taim  played 
the  Piano  Concerto  in  B  Major  by  Tchaikovsky  and  also  "Ema  Siida" 
which  is  an  Estonian  number.  We  would  like  to  express  our  condolences 
with  Sister  and  Mr.  Moffs  and  their  family  with  the  death  of  their  baby 
daughter  Faith,  who  died  on  Tuesday  17  January,  1961. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Madge  McHugh 

ON  Old  Year's  night  the  M.I. A.  held  a  braaivleis  in  the  Chapel  grounds 
to  which  all  the  members  turned  up  in  full  force.  After  playing  games 
and  feasting  everybody  went  up  to  Sister  Folley's  house  to  see  the  New 
Year  in.  More  games  were  played  and  the  members  enjoyed  refreshments. 
We  welcome  Brother  and  Sister  Marks  into  our  Church.  They  were  baptised 
and  had  their  little  baby  blessed.  Our  watermelon  feast  was  held  on  ths 
beach  front  where  the  members  all  pitched  up  and  it  was  found  to  be  in 
honour  of  Sister  Joy  Hayes  who  had  a  birthday.  Everyone  enjoyed  them- 
selves and  after  the  watermelons  were  finished  the  usual  fight  ensued! 
Everyone  got  their  faces  washed  with  the  juicy  meat  of  the  melon  but  all 
good  fun.  Some  of  our  new  members  hadn't  been  to  this  type  of  party 
before  but  they  have  been  made  loyal  members  of  the  branch  after  that 
night.  Most  everyone  went  home  soaking  wet,  but  it  was  all  in  good  fun! 
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RAMAII  BRANCH 

Miriam  Nicholls 

THIS  month  has  proved  to  be  a  very  rewarding 
one   for    Ramah.    President   and    Sister    All- 
dredge   and    their    family    have    now    moved    into 
the  new  mission,  home  in  Lower  Houghton  so  we 
had    the    privilege    of   their   company   when    they 
attended  Christmas  and  New  Year's  services.  The 
Junior  Sunday  School  presented  several  tableauxs 
on  the  nativity  on  Christmas  morning.  It  was  well 
performed  and  presented  and  we  are  proud  of  our 
m       children.  In  the  evening  both  President  and  Sister 
Alldredge    addressed    us    and    we    gained   wisdom 
from  their  talks.  We  have  had  many  Christmas  cards  from  members  who 
have  emigrated  to  America.  Brother  and  Sister  Morrison   and  family  and 
Brother  and  Sister  Whidden  (Sister  Whidden  was  formerly  Lillian  Brummer.) 
We  wish  these  folks  every  blessing  and  many  joyous  years. 

The  Drama  Festival  was  held  this  month  and  the  acting  was  of  a  very 
high  standard.  We  had  to  bid  farewell  to  three  Elders,  this  month,  on 
boxing  day.  They  were  Elders  Luke,  Wilson  and  Howlett.  We  are  sorry 
to  see  these  Elders  leave  us  but  we  know  they  will  continue  in  service  to 
their  Heavenly  Father  at  home  as  faithfully  as  they  did  in  the  mission,  field. 
And  we  wish  them  every  happiness  in  the  future.  Well  the  year  1960  has 
been  a  very  delightful  year  here,  and  we  have  many  more  new  members  and 
more  are  gathering  almost  daily.  So  in  looking  over  the  past  year,  we  can 
say  that  we  have  prospered  greatly  and  want  to  thank  our  Father  for  our 
blessings.  Our  New  Years  Ball  was  held  on;  Friday  the  30th  of  December 
to  avoid  being  held  on  a  Saturday  and  continuing  into  the  Sabbath  Day. 
It  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  everyone  who  took  part.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  another  peaceful  and  prosperous  year  here  in  the  Transvaal 
and  trust  all  our  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  the  Gospel  will  do  the  same. 
We  have  just  had  the  honour  of  sending  an  Elder  into  the  field  as  a  full 
time  missionary  for  the  Church.  He  is  Elder  Anthony  Larssen,  and  we  are 
proud  of  him.  We  held  a  testimony  meeting  for  him  on  Sunday  and  asked 
President  Alldredge  to  speak  at  it.  Everyone  at  Ramah  prays  for  God's 
choicest  blessing  to  be  showered  on  him  as  he  labours  in  the  service  of  the 
Master. 

SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Jean  Schonnberg 

rpHE  Saints  in  Salisbury  had  an  enjoyable  month  with  an  especially 
-*-  happy  period  during  the  festive  season.  On  Christmas  day  we  enjoyed 
a  special  morning  service  in  which  all  the  children  participated.  The  talks, 
carols  and  prayers  were  all  presented  by  the  youth  and  we  congratulate  them 
on  their  efforts.  On  New  Years  Eve  a  dinner/dance  was  held  at  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Fisher.  It  was  a  truly  enjoyable  evening  and  the 
Saints  saw  the  New  Year  in  together.  On  January  2nd  a  branch  picnic 
was  held  at  Cleveland  Dam  and  the  weather  cleared  up  for  the  first  time 
in  days  making  it  a  perfect,  sunny  day.  We  are  very  happy  to  welcome 
June  Storey  into  the  branch.  June  has  joined  her  parents  after  completing 
the  school  year  in  Bulawayo. 

We  also  want  to  offer  the  hand  of  fellowship  to  Elder  McCausland 
and  Elder  Warren  who  are  labouring  with  us  in  Salisbury.  May  their  work 
for  the  Lord  ever  bring  them  joy.  The  news  from  the  Matthews  family 
is   that  they   are   enjoying   a    splendid   holiday   in   East   London    and   are 
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enjoying  the  companionship  of  the  Saints  there.  The  Salisbury  Branch 
sends  its  greeting  to  all  other  branches  of  the  South  African  Mission  and 
pray  Our  Heavenly  Father  will  pour  His  richest  blessings  upon  one  and 
all. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

N.  C.  van  Niekerk 

ON  Xmas  morning  Sunday  School  conducted  a  special  programme  under 
the  direction,  of  Bro.  H.  Hugo.  It  was  a  specially  packed  service  with 
the  whole  of  the  East  Rand  Branch  in  attendance.  The  Primary  rendered  a 
Christmas  Carol  with  fine  feeling  for  the  true  spirit  of  the  occasion. 
The  scriptural  readings  were  delivered  by  several  of  the  younger  members 
of  the  branch.  The  Sacrament  Service  was  also  something  very  special 
conducted  by  the  Branch  President  and  his  2nd  Counsellor.  The  choir 
rendered  several  numbers  for  us  and  three  very  excellent  talks  were  given 
by  the  local  brethren.  Brother  Hulbert  rendered  a  lovely  organ  solo  for 
us  and  everyone  enjoyed  it  to  the  fullest. 

We  avail  ourselves  too  of  this  opportunity  to  thank  Sister  Katy  Hugo 
for  decorating  the  Chapel  with  a  variety  of  flowers  during  the  past  years 
and  pray  that  she  will  always  find  joy  in  so  worthy  and  artistic  a  service. 
Baie  hartelik  dank,  ou  Kathy!  Many  of  the  Saints  spent  the  16th  of 
December  at  Eloff  Pleasants  where  they  enjoyed  miniature  golf,  swimming 
and  just  relaxing.  We  had  a  Genealogy  Service  this  month  and  we  had  three 
speakers  who  handled  their  subjects  very  well  and  will  inspire  the  Saints 
to  greater  efforts  in  the  search  for  family  history.  The  party  held  at  the 
home  of  Sister  Muriel  Daldorph  to  see  the  old  year  out  was  enjoyed  by 
everyone  taking  part  in  it.  We  had  Elders  Allen  and  Sessions  as  guest 
speakers  this  month  and  we  were  very  happy  to  hear  from  them.  Miss 
Katarina  Clifford,  an  investigator,  met  with  a  traffic  accident  in  Brakpan 
on  the  6th  of  January,  sustaining  serious  injuries  and  passed  away  in  the 
Far  East  Rand  Hospital  on  the  11th  of  the  same  month.  After  a  service  at 
the  Springs  Chapel  she  was  buried  in  the  Brakpan  Cemetery.  President 
Andre  Naude  delivered  the  funeral  service  in  Afrikaans  and  also  dedicated 
the  grave.  We  extend  to  the  bereaved  parents,  brothers  and  sisters  our 
deepest  sympathy. 

WELKOM  BRANCH 

Joyce  Parkin 

Avery  wellknown  and  loved  gentleman  called  at  our  branch  on  the 
24th  of  December.  This  was  the  day  of  the  annual  Sunday  School 
Christmas  Tree  Party  and  none  other  than  dear  old  Santa  Claus  attended 
bringing  with  him  a  bag  full  of  toys.  Judging  by  the  "OH's"  and  "AH's". 
he  must  have  felt  that  his  journey  was  worthwhile.  Thanks  go  to  the 
Sunday  School  Superintendent  and  his  committee  for  the  wonderful 
afternoon. 

Our  Christmas  Services  were  well  attended  and  we  were  rewarded  with 
very  inspiring  talks  from  the  pulpit.  Brother  and  Sister  Campbell  from 
Northern  Rhodesia  called  by  to  see  us  en  route  to  Durban.  We  wish  them 
a  happy  holiday  and  God's  blessings  on  them. 

To  Brother  and  Sister  Pietersie  and  Family,  Brother  and  Sister 
Cowdrey  and  Family  we  extend  the  hand  of  fellowship  after  their  annual 
holidays  spent  at  the  coast.  To  members  of  the  Branch  who  are  indisposed 
we  wish  a  speedy  recovery 
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